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Central American, US and European news sources in the past five days have issued dispatches
indicating that the US and Honduras are working on an agreement which would permit the US
to build permanent military facilities in Honduras. According to a Honduran version of the draft
protocol, the agreement would give the US military greater access to Honduran airfields and
port facilities. The document states that while the Honduran military would maintain ultimate
jurisdiction over access given US forces and the placement of military installations, Honduran
officials could be excluded from areas deemed sensitive by Washington, and in some circumstances
US aircraft and ships would be able to enter Honduran territory without the permission of
Honduran authorities. Two weeks ago, the Honduran Foreign Ministry denied a story in a
Honduran newspaper saying that Washington and Tegucigalpa had agreed to permanent US
bases. The document makes no specific reference to the construction of permanent US bases
in Honduras, but it provides clear approval for the US military to build and occupy permanent
structures. Negotiations between the two countries occur at a time when the Pentagon is said to be
looking for an alternate location for the US Southern Command, due to tense relations with Panama,
where the Command is now located. Since 1983, when the current US military buildup in Honduras
began, Washington has constructed and upgraded a number of airfields, port facilities and roads
that US officials acknowledge could be used in direct US military intervention in Central America.
The principal US military facility in Honduras is at Palmerola Air Force Base in Comayagua, about
50 miles northwest of Tegucigalpa. Technically, Palmerola is the training center for Honduran Air
Force pilots, but the 1,100 US military personnel stationed there outnumber Honduran troops at the
facility by about 2 to 1. (Basic data from several sources, including Washington Post, 09/13/88; AFP,
Prensa Latina, 09/11/88)
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